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METHODS OF IDENTIFYING THE GENETIC
BASIS OF A DISEASE BY A
COMBINATORIAL GENOMICS APPROACH,
BIOLOGICAL PATHWAY APPROACH, AND
SEQUENTIAL APPROACH

The present application claims the benefit of priority under
35U.S.C. §119(e) of provisional application Ser. No. 60/938,
796, filed May 18, 2007, and of provisional application Ser.
No. 60/939,568, filed May 22, 2007, both of which contents
are hereby incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to the fields of medicine
and genetics.

BACKGROUND

All publications herein are incorporated by reference to the
same extent as if each individual publication or patent appli-
cation was specifically and individually indicated to be incor-
porated by reference. The following description includes
information that may be useful in understanding the present
invention. It is not an admission that any of the information
provided herein is prior art or relevant to the presently
claimed invention, or that any publication specifically or
implicitly referenced is prior art.

Advances in genetics and medicine has led to the under-
standing that most diseases have a genetic component. For
example, variants in the sequence of DNA in an individual
may impact a disease by producing variants in the proteins
encoded. These encoded proteins; in turn, may perform bio-
logical functions that will become altered by the genetic
variants. Furthermore, it has become understood that com-
plex diseases often result from the interactions of several
genes or their products, each with varying patterns of muta-
tions. By understanding the underlying genetics of a disease
or condition, one may find therapeutic targets or opportunities
for diagnostics, variants that act as potential susceptibility or
protective markers of a disease, or pathways for further
research. Thus, there is an enormous need in the art to identify
genes, genetic variants and biological pathways that are asso-
ciated with a disease or condition.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Various embodiments provide methods of identifying a
gene and/or genetic variant involved in the pathogenesis of a
disease, the method comprising the steps of performing a
genetic association study of a plurality of subjects clinically
diagnosed with the disease, using an immune response to an
antigen to stratify the disease into one or more subdivisions,
and identitying the gene and/or genetic variant involved in the
pathogenesis of the disease by clustering statistically signifi-
cant genetic markers around one or more subdivisions of the
disease. In another embodiment, the disease is inflammatory
bowel disease. In another embodiment, the genetic associa-
tion study comprises a whole genome association study. In
another embodiment, the genetic association study comprises
the use of a haplotype-defined gene structure. In another
embodiment, the genetic association study comprises the use
of high throughput screening. In another embodiment, the
immune response comprises Ab-ASCA, Ab-Cbirl, Ab-12,
Ab-OmpC and/or Ab-pANCA.

Other embodiments provide methods of identifying a bio-
logical pathway involved in the pathogenesis of a disease,
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2

comprising utilizing an immune expression profile as a quan-
titative trait to scan the genome of an individual to identify
one or more candidate genes, and identifying the biological
pathway based upon the presence of one or more candidate
genes. In another embodiment, the disease is inflammatory
bowel disease. In another embodiment, the immune expres-
sion profile comprise the use of Ab-ASCA, Ab-Cbirl, Ab-12,
Ab-OmpC and/or Ab-pANCA.

Other embodiments provide methods of treating a disease,
comprising using a combinatorial genomics approach to
identify genes, genetic variants and/or biological pathways
associated with the disease, and treating the disease. In
another embodiment, the disease is inflammatory bowel dis-
ease.

Various other embodiments provide methods of treating a
disease, comprising using a biological pathway approach to
identify genes, genetic variants and/or biological pathways
associated with the disease, and treating the disease. In
another embodiment, the disease is inflammatory bowel dis-
ease.

Other embodiments provide methods of treating a disease,
comprising using a sequential approach to identify genes,
genetic variants and/or biological pathways associated with
the disease, and treating the disease. In another embodiment,
the disease is inflammatory bowel disease.

Other embodiments provide methods for discovering the
mechanism of a disease, comprising clustering statistically
significant genetic markers around a subclinical phenotypic
trait, identifying an associated biological pathway, and dis-
covering the mechanism of the disease based upon the asso-
ciated biological pathway identified.

Other features and advantages of the invention will become
apparent from the following detailed description, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate, by way of example, various embodiments of the inven-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

Exemplary embodiments are illustrated in referenced fig-
ures. [tis intended that the embodiments and figures disclosed
herein are to be considered illustrative rather than restrictive.

FIG. 1 (prior art) depicts an example of how knowledge of
potential biologic interactions can be combined with haplo-
type-defined gene structure. (a) a diagram of the pathogenesis
of Crohn’s. Disease; (b) a chart of an example of haplotype
defined gene interactions.

FIG. 2 (prior art) depicts a diagram demonstrating how
genes can alter the immune response to different environmen-
tal organisms.

FIG. 3 (prior art) depicts a diagram demonstrating an
example of how a clinical phenotype may be the result of
bacteria and immune balance in the pathogenesis of a disease.

FIG. 4 (prior art) depicts an example of antigens known to
be associated with a disease.

FIG. 5 (prior art) depicts an example of results of indepen-
dent associations of antibodies, genetic variants, and disease
phenotypes (multiple logistic regression). The two associa-
tions in the UC-like column are negative associations, while
the other columns are positive associations.

FIG. 6 (prior art) depicts a chart as an example of how after
whole genome analysis identifies gene variants in a given
individual, bioinformatics link gene variants into pathways.
The figure depicts integrated pathways discovery clustering
of genetic variants by antibody response.
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FIG. 7 (prior art) depicts an example related to the protein
tyrosine phosphatase receptor family. FEach is in a different
specific cell type and pathogenetically-associated process.

FIG. 8 (prior art) depicts a diagram depicting an example of
combinations of antibodies. The figure describes qualitative
responses to multiple microbial antigens.

FIG. 9 (prior art) depicts a graph as an example, demon-
strating how quantitative response can be represented by
quartiles for each microbial antigen.

FIGS. 10A-10T depict examples of results generated by
the Sequential Approach (Combinatorial Genomics
Approach followed by Biological Pathway Approach). The
figures list a chart of statistically significant associations,
organized by columns describing chromosome, position,
dbsnp 126, SNP, importance, p-value by permutation test,
antibodies, measurement, transformation, gene ID, gene, and
gene description.

FIGS. 11A-11B depict examples of results generated by
the Sequential Approach. The figures list statistically signifi-
cant associations of IGA ASCA with corresponding genetic
variants.

FIGS. 12A-12B depict examples of results generated by
the Sequential Approach. The figures list statistically signifi-
cant associations of IGG ASCA with corresponding genetic
variants.

FIGS. 13A-13B depict examples of results generated by
the Sequential Approach. The figures list statistically signifi-
cant associations of OMPC with corresponding genetic vari-
ants.

FIG. 14 depicts examples of results generated by the
Sequential Approach. This figure lists statistically significant
associations of 12 with corresponding genetic variants.

FIGS. 15A-15B depict examples of results generated by
the Sequential Approach. The figures list statistically signifi-
cant associations of ASCA with corresponding genetic vari-
ants.

FIGS. 16 A-16B depict examples of results generated by
the Sequential Approach. The figures list statistically signifi-
cant associations of anti-Cbirl flagellin with corresponding
genetic variants.

FIG. 17 depicts a flow chart of an example of the Sequential
Approach, where the Combinatorial Genomics Approach (1)
is followed sequentially by the Biological Pathway Approach
1L, I1I).

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

All references cited herein are incorporated by reference in
their entirety as though fully set forth. Unless defined other-
wise, technical and scientific terms used herein have the same
meaning as commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in
the art to which this invention belongs. Singleton et al., Dic-
tionary of Microbiology and Molecular Biology 3™ ed., 1.
Wiley & Sons (New York, N.Y. 2001); March, Advanced
Organic Chemistry Reactions, Mechanisms and Structure 5™
ed., J. Wiley & Sons (New York, N.Y. 2001); and Sambrook
and Russel, Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory Manual 3rd
ed., Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press (Cold Spring Har-
bor, N.Y. 2001), provide one skilled in the art with a general
guide to many of the terms used in the present application.

One skilled in the art will recognize many methods and
materials similar or equivalent to those described herein,
which could be used in the practice of the present invention.
Indeed, the present invention is in no way limited to the
methods and materials described.
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“Haplotype™ as used herein refers to a set of single nucle-
otide polymorphisms (SNPs) on a gene or chromatid that are
statistically associated.

“Protective” and “protection” as used herein refer to a
decrease in susceptibility to a disease, including but not lim-
ited to CD and UC.

“QOdds ratio” as used herein refers to the probability of
having a disease if one has the gene, as compared to one who
does not have the gene.

“Population attributable risk™ as used herein refers to the
proportion of the total disease risk due to the particular gene.

As used herein, the term “biological sample” means any
biological material from which nucleic acid molecules can be
prepared. As non-limiting examples, the term material
encompasses whole blood, plasma, saliva, cheek swab, or
other bodily fluid or tissue that contains nucleic acid.

Combinatorial Genomics Approach

As disclosed herein, the inventors utilized disease-associ-
ated physicological parameters (FIG. 17, (B)), both indi-
vidual and combined, as quantitative traits to scan the entire
genome in an attempt to focus in on regions where informa-
tive genes might be discovered. Alternatively, the quantitative
traits may also be used in conjunction with one or more
candidate genes/genetic variants (FIG. 17, (A)). The quanti-
tative traits are utilized to create a specific subcategory of a
disease, as opposed to current techniques, which rely on
targets that emerge from studies of the disease as a whole.
This approach has yielded statistically significant hits across
the whole genome in genes and areas that would not have
previously been thought relevant, yet clearly are relevant after
additional bioinformatics and biologic analyses. The statisti-
cally significant hits are thus clustered around a subclinical
phenotypic trait and suggest a pathway that can be further
explored.

In one embodiment, the present invention provides meth-
ods ofidentifying genes and genetic variants that, either alone
or in combination, are important to the pathogenesis of a
disease comprising the following steps: whole genome asso-
ciation study of subjects clinically diagnosed with a disease
(FIG. 17, A2); haplotype association study of subjects clini-
cally diagnosed with inflammatory bowel disease (FIG. 17,
A3); combine data of potential biological interactions with
haplotype-defined gene structure (FIG. 17, Ad4); use of
immune response to disease-associated antigens to stratify
the disease (FIG. 17, B1); clustering biological pathways in
individuals defined by immune response to disease-associ-
ated antigens (FIG. 17, B3).

In another embodiment, the disease-associated physico-
logical parameters (FIG. 17, (B)) are distinct clinical pheno-
types (FIG. 17, B2). In another embodiment, the whole
genome association study (FIG. 17, A2) uses known genetic
markers. In another embodiment, the whole genome associa-
tion study (FIG. 17, A2) uses SNPs. In another embodiment,
the whole genome association study (FIG. 17, A2) describes
biological and/or statistical interactions between genes. In
another embodiment, the haplotype association study (FIG.
17, A3) captures the true extent of the Population Attributable
Risk. In another embodiment, the haplotype association study
(FIG. 17, A3) provides rapid identification of high-impact
subjects to be sequenced.

In another embodiment, the identification of genes and
genetic variants that, either alone or in combination, are
important to the pathogenesis of a disease, provide methods
of identifying biological pathways that, either alone or in
combination, are important to the pathogenesis ofthe disease.
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In another embodiment, the identification of genes and
genetic variants that either alone or in combination, are
important to the pathogenesis of a disease, provide methods
of identifying biological pathways that, either alone or in
combination, are important to the pathogenesis of an alterna-
tive disease. In another embodiment, the identification of
genes and genetic variants that, either alone or in combina-
tion, are important to the pathogenesis of a disease, provide
methods of identifying additional genes and genetic variants
that, either alone or in combination, are important to the
pathogenesis of the disease. In another embodiment, the iden-
tification of genes and genetic variants that, either alone or in
combination, are important to the pathogenesis of a disease,
provide methods of identifying additional genes and genetic
variants that, either alone or in combination, are important to
the pathogenesis of an alternative disease. In another embodi-
ment, the identification of the genes and/or genetic variants
allow functional analysis specific to an individual being
treated. In another embodiment, the functional analysis
allows a targeted and effective treatment for the individual,
where the individual is treated by inhibiting or enhancing the
products of the genes and/or genetic variants.

In another embodiment, the present invention provides
methods of treatment of a disease in an individual by the
following steps: determine the presence of integrated patho-
genic pathways in the individual; diagnose the individual for
a disease subtype; administer therapy combinations specific
to the individual’s disease diagnosis. In another embodiment,
the present invention provides methods of treatment of a
disease in an individual by the following steps: determine the
presence of integrated pathogenic pathways in the individual;
diagnose the individual for a disease subtype; target inte-
grated pathogenic pathways for inhibition.

In one embodiment, the present invention provides a kit
that includes at least one of the following: genetic markers,
haplotypes, and antibodies. In another embodiment, the kit
includes antibodies to stratify the disease.

In one embodiment, the present invention provides meth-
ods of diagnosing susceptibility to a disease by determining
the presence or absence of immune responses to antigen. In
another embodiment, the present invention provides methods
of diagnosing susceptibility to a specific subtype of a disease
by determining the presence or absence of immune responses
to antigen.

In another embodiment, the present invention provides
methods of prognosis of a disease by determining the pres-
ence or absence of immune responses to antigen. In another
embodiment, the present invention provides methods of treat-
ment of a disease by inhibiting expression of immune
responses to antigen.

In another embodiment, the present invention provides
methods to vaccinate an individual in need thereof against a
disease, by administering a composition that includes antigen
to disease-associated antibodies. In another embodiment, the
antigen to disease-associated antibodies modulate innate
immunity in the individual.

In another embodiment, the present invention provides
methods of diagnosing susceptibility to a disease in an indi-
vidual by identifying genes and genetic variants that, either
alone or in combination, are important to the pathogenesis of
the disease. In another embodiment, the present invention
provides methods of prognosis of a disease in an individual by
identifying genes and genetic variants that, either alone or in
combination, are important to the pathogenesis ofthe disease.
In another embodiment, the present invention provides meth-
ods of treatment of a disease in an individual by inhibiting
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identified genes and genetic variants that, either alone or in
combination, are important to the pathogenesis ofthe disease.

In one embodiment, the present invention provides meth-
ods of providing functional constructs of genes and genetic
variants that, either alone or in combination, are important to
the pathogenesis of a disease comprising the following steps:
identify genes and genetic variants that, while not apparent as
associated with a subclinical phenotypic trait as a whole, are
associated with specific antibodies of the subclinical pheno-
typic trait. In another embodiment, the functional construct of
genes and genetic variants provide identification of additional
genes and genetic variants that, either alone or in combina-
tion, are important to the pathogenesis of the disease.

Biological Pathway Approach

As disclosed herein, the inventors highlighted candidate
genes/genetic variants based upon a known biological path-
way (FIG. 17, 1), but whose role in a disease and/or disorder
had not yet been identified prior, to scan DNA samples of a
case-control cohort. Candidate genes are thus interrogated in
combination. From the group of highlighted candidate genes/
genetic variants (FIG. 17, II), additional analyses (FIG. 17,
1IT) are utilized to narrow relevant genes further.

In one embodiment, the present invention provides meth-
ods ofidentifying genes and genetic variants that, either alone
or in combination, are important to the pathogenesis of a
disease comprising the following steps: highlighting candi-
date genes/genetic variants based upon a known biological
pathway (FIG. 17, 1); additional analyses to narrow the rel-
evant genes further (FIG. 17, I1I). In another embodiment, the
genetic variants are SNPs and/or haplotypes. In another
embodiment, the additional analyses is functional analysis,
association studies and/or standard genetic techniques.

In another embodiment, the identification of genes and
genetic variants that, either alone or in combination, are
important to the pathogenesis of a disease, provide methods
of'identitying targets for treatment and/or therapy. In another
embodiment, the present invention provides methods of treat-
ment of a disease by inhibiting the product of genes and
genetic variants that have been identified as, either alone or in
combination, important to the pathogenesis of the disease. In
another embodiment, the present invention provides methods
of treatment of a disease by enhancing the product of genes
and genetic variants that have been identified as, either alone
or in combination, important for protection against the patho-
genesis of the disease.

In one embodiment, the present invention provides meth-
ods of identifying additional pathways that, either alone or in
combination, are important to the pathogenesis of a disease
comprising the following steps: selecting. SNPs for genes
related to a pathway possibly involved with a disease; geno-
typing SNPs in a disease case-control cohort; establishing
haplotypes from SNPs genotyped; test for association of
SNPs with disease; utilizing associated SNPs, test for asso-
ciation of additional genes and genetic variants in a related
pathway.

In one embodiment, the present invention provides a kit
that includes at least one of: SNPs, haplotypes, and genotyp-
ing assays.

In another embodiment, the present invention provides
methods of diagnosing susceptibility for a disease in an indi-
vidual by identifying genes and genetic variants in the indi-
vidual that, either alone or in combination, are important to
the pathogenesis of the disease. In another embodiment, the
present invention provides methods of prognosis of a disease
in an individual by identifying genes and genetic variants that,
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either alone or in combination, are important to the pathogen-
esis of the disease. In another embodiment, the present inven-
tion provides methods of treatment of a disease in an indi-
vidual by inhibiting the product of genes and genetic variants
that, either alone or in combination, are important to the
pathogenesis of the disease. In another embodiment, the
present invention provides methods of treatment of disease in
an individual by enhancing the product of genes and genetic
variants that, either alone or in combination, are important for
protection against the pathogenesis of the disease.

Sequential Approach

Combinatorial Genomics Approach followed by
Biological Pathway Approach

As disclosed herein, the inventors utilized a Sequential
Approach whereby the Biological Pathway Approach is used
as an extension of the Combinatorial Genomics Approach. In
the Sequential Approach, inventors utilize disease-associated
physiological parameters (FIG. 17, B), both individual and
combined, as quantitative traits to scan the entire genome in
an attempt to focus in on regions where informative genes
might be discovered. The statistically significant hits are thus
clustered around a phenotypic trait (FIG. 17, I) and suggest a
pathway that can be further explored with the Biological
Pathway Approach. Candidate genes are then interrogated in
combination, highlighted based upon a known biological
pathway that is possibly involved in the disease and/or disor-
der (FIG. 17, II), and may undergo additional analyses (FIG.
17, 111) to identify additional biological pathways, genes and/
or genetic variants.

In one embodiment, the present invention provides meth-
ods ofidentifying genes and genetic variants that, either alone
or in combination, are important to the pathogenesis of a
disease comprising the following steps: cluster statistically
significant hits around a phenotypic trait (FIG. 17, I), high-
lighting candidate genes/genetic variants based upon aknown
biological pathway (FIG. 17, II), followed sequentially by
additional analyses (FIG. 17, III).

Variety of Methods and Materials

A variety of methods can be used to determine the presence
or absence of a variant allele or haplotype. As an example,
enzymatic amplification of nucleic acid from an individual
may be used to obtain nucleic acid for subsequent analysis.
The presence or absence of a variant allele or haplotype may
also be determined directly from the individual’s nucleic acid
without enzymatic amplification.

Analysis of the nucleic acid from an individual, whether
amplified or not, may be performed using any of various
techniques. Useful techniques include, without limitation,
polymerase chain reaction based analysis, sequence analysis
and electrophoretic analysis. As used herein, the term
“nucleic acid” means a polynucleotide such as a single or
double-stranded DNA or RNA molecule including, for
example, genomic DNA, ¢cDNA and mRNA. The term
nucleic acid encompasses nucleic acid molecules of both
natural and synthetic origin as well as molecules of linear,
circular or branched configuration representing either the
sense or antisense strand, or both, of a native nucleic acid
molecule.

The presence or absence of a variant allele or haplotype
may involve amplification of an individual’s nucleic acid by
the polymerase chain reaction. Use of the polymerase chain
reaction for the amplification of nucleic acids is well known
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8

in the art (see, for example, Mullis et al. (Eds.), The Poly-
merase Chain Reaction, Birkhauser, Boston, (1994)).

A TagmanB allelic discrimination assay available from
Applied Biosystems may be useful for determining the pres-
ence or absence of, simply by way of example, a TL1A
variant allele. As will be readily appreciated by those of skill
in the art, numerous other genes, variant alleles and/or hap-
lotypes can be studied in this fashion. In a TagmanB allelic
discrimination assay, a specific, fluorescent, dye-labeled
probe for each allele is constructed. The probes contain dif-
ferent fluorescent reporter dyes such as FAM and VICTM to
differentiate the amplification of each allele. In addition, each
probe has a quencher dye at one end which quenches fluores-
cence by fluorescence resonant energy transfer (FRET). Dur-
ing PCR, each probe anneals specifically to complementary
sequences in the nucleic acid from the individual. The 5'
nuclease activity of Taq polymerase is used to cleave only
probe that hybridize to the allele. Cleavage separates the
reporter dye from the quencher dye, resulting in increased
fluorescence by the reporter dye. Thus, the fluorescence sig-
nal generated by PCR amplification indicates which alleles
are present in the sample. Mismatches between a probe and
allele reduce the efficiency of both probe hybridization and
cleavage by Taq polymerase, resulting in little to no fluores-
cent signal. Improved specificity in allelic discrimination
assays can be achieved by conjugating a DNA minor grove
binder (MGB) group to a DNA probe as described, for
example, in Kutyavin et al., “3'-minor groove binder-DNA
probes increase sequence specificity at PCR extension tem-
perature, “Nucleic Acids Research 28:655-661 (2000)).
Minor grove binders include, but are not limited to, com-
pounds such as dihydrocyclopyrroloindole tripeptide (DPI).

Sequence analysis also may also be useful for determining
the presence or absence of a variant allele or haplotype. As
will be readily appreciated by those of skill in the art, numer-
ous other genes, variant alleles and/or haplotypes can be
studied in this fashion.

Restriction fragment length polymorphism (RFLP) analy-
sis may also be useful for determining the presence or absence
of'a particular allele (Jarcho et al. in Dracopoli et al., Current
Protocols in Human Genetics pages 2.7.1-2.7.5, John Wiley
& Sons, New York; Innis et al., (Ed.), PCR Protocols, San
Diego: Academic Press, Inc. (1990)). As used herein, restric-
tion fragment length polymorphism analysis is any method
for distinguishing genetic polymorphisms using a restriction
enzyme, which is an endonuclease that catalyzes the degra-
dation of nucleic acid and recognizes a specific base
sequence, generally a palindrome or inverted repeat. One
skilled in the art understands that the use of RFLP analysis
depends upon an enzyme that can differentiate two alleles at
a polymorphic site.

Allele-specific oligonucleotide hybridization may also be
used to detect a disease-predisposing allele. Allele-specific
oligonucleotide hybridization is based on the use of a labeled
oligonucleotide probe having a sequence perfectly comple-
mentary, for example, to the sequence encompassing a dis-
ease-predisposing allele. Under appropriate conditions, the
allele-specific probe hybridizes to a nucleic acid containing
the disease-predisposing allele but does not hybridize to the
one or more other alleles, which have one or more nucleotide
mismatches as compared to the probe. If desired, a second
allele-specific oligonucleotide probe that matches an alter-
nate allele also can be used. Similarly, the technique of allele-
specific oligonucleotide amplification can be used to selec-
tively amplify, for example, a disease-predisposing allele by
using an allele-specific oligonucleotide primer that is per-
fectly complementary to the nucleotide sequence of the dis-
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ease-predisposing allele but which has one or more mis-
matches as compared to other alleles (Mullis et al., supra,
(1994)). One skilled in the art understands that the one or
more nucleotide mismatches that distinguish between the
disease-predisposing allele and one or more other alleles are
preferably located in the center of an allele-specific oligo-
nucleotide primer to be used in allele-specific oligonucleotide
hybridization. In contrast, an allele-specific oligonucleotide
primer to be used in PCR amplification preferably contains
the one or more nucleotide mismatches that distinguish
between the disease-associated and other alleles at the 3' end
of the primer.

A heteroduplex mobility assay (HMA) is another well
known assay that may be used to detect a SNP or a haplotype.
HMA is useful for detecting the presence of a polymorphic
sequence since a DNA duplex carrying a mismatch has
reduced mobility in a polyacrylamide gel compared to the
mobility of a perfectly base-paired duplex (Detwart et al.,
Science 262:1257-1261 (1993); White et al., Genomics
12:301-306 (1992)).

The technique of single strand conformational, polymor-
phism (SSCP) also may be used to detect the presence or
absence of'a SNP and/or a haplotype (see Hayashi, K., Meth-
ods Applic. 1:34-38 (1991)). This technique can be used to
detect mutations based on differences in the secondary struc-
ture of single-strand DNA that produce an altered electro-
phoretic mobility upon non-denaturing gel electrophoresis.
Polymorphic fragments are detected by comparison of the
electrophoretic pattern of the test fragment to corresponding
standard fragments containing known alleles.

Denaturing gradient gel electrophoresis (DGGE) also may
beusedto detecta SNP and/or a haplotype. In DGGE, double-
stranded DNA is electrophoresed in a gel containing an
increasing concentration of denaturant; double-stranded
fragments made up of mismatched alleles have segments that
melt more rapidly, causing such fragments to migrate differ-
ently as compared to perfectly complementary sequences
(Sheffield et al., “Identifying DNA Polymorphisms by Dena-
turing Gradient Gel Electrophoresis™ in Innis et al., supra,
1990).

Other molecular methods useful for determining the pres-
ence or absence of a SNP and/or a haplotype are known in the
art and useful in the methods of the invention. Other well-
known approaches for determining the presence or absence of
a SNP and/or a haplotype include automated sequencing and
RNAase mismatch techniques (Winter et al., Proc. Natl.
Acad. Sci. 82:7575-7579 (1985)). Furthermore, one skilled in
the art understands that, where the presence or absence of
multiple alleles or haplotype(s) is to be determined, indi-
vidual alleles can be detected by any combination of molecu-
lar methods. See, in general, Birren et al. (Eds.) Genome
Analysis: A Laboratory Manual Volume 1 (Analyzing DNA)
New York, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press (1997). In
addition, one skilled in the art understands that multiple alle-
les can be detected in individual reactions or in a single
reaction (a “multiplex” assay). In view of the above, one
skilled in the art realizes that the methods of the present
invention for diagnosing or predicting susceptibility to or
protection against CD, UC or other diseases in an individual
may be practiced using one or any combination of the well
known assays described above or another art-recognized
genetic assay.

One skilled in the art will recognize many methods and
materials similar or equivalent to those described herein,
which could be used in the practice of the present invention.
Indeed, the present invention is in no way limited to the
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methods and materials described. For purposes of the present
invention, the following terms are defined below.

EXAMPLES

The following examples are provided to better illustrate the
claimed invention and are not to be interpreted as limiting the
scope ofthe invention. To the extent that specific materials are
mentioned, it is merely for purposes of illustration and is not
intended to limit the invention. One skilled in the art may
develop equivalent means or reactants without the exercise of
inventive capacity and without departing from the scope of
the invention.

Example 1
Combinatorial Genomics Approach Generally

The inventors utilized antibody expression profiles, both
individual and combined, as quantitative traits to scan the
entire genome to focus in on regions where informative genes
might be discovered. The quantitative traits are utilized to
create a specific subcategory of a disease, as opposed to
current techniques, which rely on targets that emerge from
studies of the disease as a whole. This approach has yielded
statistically significant hits across the whole genome in genes
and areas that would not have previously been thought rel-
evant, yet clearly are relevant after additional bioinformatics
and biologic analyses. The statistically significant hits are
thus clustered around a subclinical phenotypic trait and sug-
gest a pathway that can be further explored. A particularly
inventive feature of the present invention, therefore, involves
conducting a whole genome association study of individuals
in whom antibodies have already been assessed in the afore-
mentioned manner, so as to suggest particular pathways for
exploration.

Example 2
Steps for a Combinatorial Genomics Approach

(1) Conduct whole genome association study of subjects
clinically diagnosed with inflammatory bowel disease; (2)
Perform haplotype association study of subjects clinically
diagnosed with inflammatory bowel disease; (3) Combine
knowledge of potential biological interactions with haplo-
type-defined gene structure; (4) Use of antibodies to antigens
to stratify the disease; (5) Use immune responses to discover
unique genes; (5) Cluster pathways in individuals defined by
immune response to antigens.

Example 3
Biological Pathway Approach

The inventors identified genes and genetic variants that,
either alone or in combination, are important to the pathogen-
esis of inflammatory bowel disease comprising the following
steps: (1) selecting TagSNPs for major Caucasian haplotypes
in eight genes related to the IL12/I1.23 pathway; (2) geno-
typed in a Crohn’s Disease case-control cohort; (3) used to
infer haplotypes; (4) and then tested for association with
Crohn’s Disease.

Example 4
Case-Control Cohort

The inventors recruited subjects at the Cedars-Sinai Medi-
cal Center Inflammatory Bowel Disease center under the
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approval of the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center Institutional
Review Board. Disease phenotype was assigned using a com-
bination of standard endoscopic, histological, and radio-
graphic features. Ashkenazi Jewish ethnicity was assigned
when one or more grandparents were of Ashkenazi Jewish
origin.

Example 5
Selection of SNPs

SNPs were selected by applying the “Tagger” option in the
program Haploview to data from the International HapMap
Project. SNPs that “tagged” major Caucasian haplotypes and
at the same time that were predicted to be compatible with the
Illumina genotyping technology using the Illumina Assay
Design Tool were genotyped in the initial phases of the study.
Since the inventors were interested in major genetic effects
for the study rather than rare alleles, the goal of “tagging” was
to find a set of tagSNPs in linkage disequilibrium with all
SNPs in the HapMap data with a minor allele frequency=5%;
in some cases this goal was not completely met due to the
limitations of the Illumina technology. A few SNPs were also
added that were: 1) non-synonymous and had a minor allele
frequency greater than 3%, 2) redundant in order to accom-
modate some assay failure in the initial [llumine run, and 3)
markers suggested by information provided by SeattleSNPs.
SNPs showing positive associations were selected for further
genotyping by ABI technology.

Example 6
Genotyping

DNA was isolated from Epstein Barr virus transformed
lymphoblastoid cell lines using proteinase K digestion,
organic extraction, and ethanol precipitation. Single nucle-
otide markers (SNPs) were genotyped using one of two meth-
ods: (1) the oligonucleotide ligation assay, [llumine Golden
Gate technology, following the manufacturer’s protocol (I1lu-
mina, San Diego, Calif.), and (2) the 5'-extension reaction,
TagMan MGB technology, following the manufacturer’s pro-
tocol (Applied Biosystems). Consistency of SNP genotyping
between the two methods was checked for each SNP by
genotyping 100 samples with both methods.

Example 7
Statistical Analyses

Haplotype blocks were determined using the “Tagger” rou-
tine of the program Haploview. Haplotypes of subjects were
inferred from the genotyping data using the program PHASE
v2. The association of the presence of a haplotype was tested
using the chi-square test and the significance of results was
assessed by applying a permutation test to the data in order to
correct for multiple testing due to the number of haplotypes.
Results with significance were defined by p<0.05 by permu-
tation test. Due to sample size considerations, the results were
for all CD and control subjects with Jewish and non-Jewish
subjects combined. The notable exception to this was that an
1L17A “risk” haplotype specific to the non-Jewish population
was identified in the hypothesis-generating phase of the study
and used for subsequent gene-gene interaction studies. Popu-
lation attributable risk was estimated by assuming that 1) the
frequency of a particular haplotype in the controls reflected
the population frequency of that haplotype, and 2) the odds
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ratio for the association of a given haplotype reflected the
relative risk of that haplotype for Crohn’s disease. Haplo-
types were numbered in order of frequency in controls (H1,
H2, and so forth) and the nucleotides for each tagSNP listed
according to the forward strand of the NCBI human genome
build 36 and dbSNP. A “major” haplotype is a haplotype with
a population frequency greater than 5% in the controls.

Example 8
TABLE 1
Statistically significant associations, as organized by clusters of
Cbirl antibodies and pathway-related clustering of genes.
PATHWAY: CORRESPONDING GENE:
TCR Activation TCR alpha
PRPTC
NGATS5
Transcription 1KBKAP
F1B1
RA17
Endothelial Response ZF124-VEGF
Myeloid Activation TLR8
Example 9
TABLE 2
Statistically significant associations, as organized by clusters of
12 antibodies and pathway-related clustering of genes.
PATHWAY: CORRESPONDING GENE:
Innate Cell KCNMALI (CGD - phenocopy)

Signaling/Channels/GTPase.

K1D676
SIPAL2
SRGAP3
RHOU
TCR alpha
PAK7

TCR Activation

Example 10

TABLE 3

Statistically significant associations, as organized by clusters of
ASCA antibodies and pathway-related clustering of genes.

PATHWAY: CORRESPONDING GENE:
Cell Activation/Endosome EHD3
SRGAP3
CDC42 (RAL)
Adherence PTPRB
TCR Activation BTNL2
SAR (MHC-II)
PAK7
Innate Channel KCNMAL1
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Example 11

TABLE 4

Statistically significant associations, as organized by clusters of
OmpC antibodies and pathway-related clustering of genes.

PATHWAY: CORRESPONDING GENE:
Myeloidal Function PTPRD
NRXN3 Adhesion NRXN3
Example 12
TABLE 5

Statistically significant associations, as organized by all antibodies
(Cbirl, 12, ASCA, OmpC) and pathway-related clustering of genes.

PATHWAY: CORRESPONDING GENE:
TCR-alpha T cell

Innate Activation KCNMAL1

Extracellular Matrix CHSS 11

Transactivation - ZNF780 NBPLD3

Neral - NRXN3

While the description above refers to particular embodi-
ments of the present invention, it should be readily apparent to
people of ordinary skill in the art that a number of modifica-
tions may be made without departing from the spirit thereof.
The presently disclosed embodiments are, therefore, to be
considered in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive.
One skilled in the art will recognize many methods and mate-
rials similar or equivalent to those described herein, which
could be used in the practice of the present invention. Indeed,
the present invention is in no way limited to the methods and
materials described. Furthermore, one of skill in the art would
recognize that the invention can be applied to any number of
conditions and disorders and diseases. It will also be readily
apparent to one of skill in the art that the invention can be used
in conjunction with a variety of phenotypes, such as serologi-
cal markers, additional genetic variants, biochemical mark-
ers, abnormally expressed biological pathways, and variable
clinical manifestations.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for determining whether a gene variant and/or
a genetic variant has involvement in the pathogenesis of
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), comprising:

obtaining blood samples from patients clinically diag-

nosed with IBD;

determining whether the gene variant and/or the genetic

variant is present in each blood sample by contacting
each blood sample with an allele-specific fluorescent-
dye-labeled oligonucleotide probe targeting the gene
variant and/or the genetic variant, and detecting whether
allele-specific binding occurs between the gene variant
and/or the genetic variant and the allele-specific fluores-
cent-dye-labeled oligonucleotide probe using allele-
specific oligonucleotide hybridization assay;

using a Saccharomyces cerevisiae antigen to assay each

blood sample to detect the presence of an anti-Saccha-
romyces cerevisiae antibody (Ab-ASCA) by detecting
an antigen-antibody complex generated through binding
between the Ab-ASCA and the Saccharomyces cerevi-
siae antigen;
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using a Pseudomonas fluorescens-related sequence 12 anti-
gen to assay each blood sample to detect the presence of
an antibody to Pseudomonas fluorescens-related
sequence 12 (Ab-12) by detecting an antigen-antibody
complex generated through binding between the Ab-12
and the Pseudomonas fluorescens-related sequence 12
antigen;

using a Escherichia coli outer membrane porin C antigen to

assay each blood sample to detect the presence of an
antibody to Escherichia coli outer membrane porin C
(Ab-OmpC) by detecting an antigen-antibody complex
generated through binding between the Ab-OmpC and
the Escherichia coli outer membrane porin C antigen;
using a neutrophil antigen to assay each blood sample to
detect the presence of a perinuclear anti-neutrophil cyto-
plasmic antibody (Ab-pANCA) by detecting an antigen-
antibody complex generated through binding between
the Ab-pANCA and the neutrophil antigen;
determining each blood sample’s immune expression pro-
file based on the presence of Ab-ASCA, Ab-OmpC,
Ab-12 and/or Ab-pANCA;
stratifying IBD into one or more subdivisions based on the
immune expression profiles of each blood sample;
performing a genetic association study by associating the
presence of the gene variant and/or the genetic variant
with the one or more subdivisions of IBD; and
determining the gene variant and/or the genetic variant as
having involvement in the pathogenesis of IBD if the
presence of the gene variant and/or the genetic variant is
statistically significantly clustered around the one or
more subdivisions of IBD.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein IBD is Crohn’s disease
(CD) or ulcerative colitis (UC).

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the genetic association
study comprises a whole genome association study.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the genetic association
study comprises the use of a haplotype-defined gene struc-
ture.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the genetic association
study comprises the use of high throughput screening.

6. A method for determining whether a biological pathway
has involvement in the pathogenesis of IBD, comprising:

obtaining blood samples from patients clinically diag-

nosed with IBD;

determining whether a genetic variant in the biological

pathway is present in each blood sample by contacting
each blood sample with an allele-specific fluorescent-
dye-labeled oligonucleotide probe targeting the genetic
variant, and detecting whether allele-specific binding
occurs between the genetic variant and the allele-spe-
cific fluorescent-dye-labeled oligonucleotide probe
using allele-specific oligonucleotide hybridization
assay;

using a Saccharomyces cerevisiae antigen to assay each

blood sample to detect the presence of an anti-Saccha-
romyces cerevisiae antibody (Ab-ASCA) by detecting
an antigen-antibody complex generated through binding
between the Ab-ASCA and the Saccharomyces cerevi-
siae antigen;

using a Pseudomonas fluorescens-related sequence 12 anti-

gen to assay each blood sample to detect the presence of
an antibody to Pseudomonas fluorescens-related
sequence 12 (Ab-12) by detecting an antigen-antibody
complex generated through binding between the Ab-12
and the Pseudomonas fluorescens-related sequence 12
antigen;
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using a Escherichia coli outer membrane porin C antigen to
assay each blood sample to detect the presence of an
antibody to Escherichia coli outer membrane porin C
(Ab-OmpC) by detecting an antigen-antibody complex
generated through binding between the Ab-OmpC and
the Escherichia coli outer membrane porin C antigen;

using a neutrophil antigen to assay each blood sample to
detect the presence of a perinuclear anti-neutrophil cyto-
plasmic antibody (Ab-pANCA) by detecting an antigen-
antibody complex generated through binding between
the Ab-pANCA and the neutrophil antigen;

determining each blood sample’s immune expression pro-
file based on the presence of Ab-ASCA, Ab-OmpC,
Ab-12 and/or Ab-pANCA;

stratifying IBD into one or more subdivisions based on the
immune expression profiles of each blood sample;

performing a genetic association study by associating the
presence of the genetic variant with the one or more
subdivisions of IBD; and

determining the biological pathway as having involvement
in the pathogenesis of IBD if the presence of the genetic
variant is statistically significantly associated with the
one or more subdivisions of IBD.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein IBD is Crohn’s disease

(CD).
8. The method of claim 6, wherein IBD is ulcerative colitis
(Uo).
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